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Adopted:  OC 18/11/15 
 
 
1. Advise Council on conditions and management issues for the coast, estuaries and 

floodplains of the Port Macquarie-Hastings local government area. 
 

2. Advise Council on the development of coastal zone, estuary and floodplain risk 
management plans for the Port Macquarie-Hastings local government area. 
 

3. Advise Council on the implementation of adopted coastal zone, estuary and floodplain 
risk management plans. 
 

4. Act as a committee for the purpose of relevant NSW guidelines as they relate to 
estuary, coastline and floodplain management. 
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Item: 01 

Subject: ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 
"I acknowledge that we are gathered on Birpai Land. I pay respect to the Birpai 
Elders both past and present. I also extend that respect to all other Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people present." 
 
 

Item: 02 

Subject: APOLOGIES 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the apologies received be accepted. 
 
 

Item: 03 

Subject: CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Coast, Estuary & Floodplain Advisory Sub-Committee 
Meeting held on 24 November 2016 be confirmed. 

 



MINUTES Coast, Estuary & Floodplain Advisory 
 Sub-Committee Meeting 
 24/11/2016 
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PRESENT 
 
Members:  

Alan MacIntyre (Community Rep.) 
Bob Jolly (Community Rep) 
Kingsley Searle (Oyster Industry) 
Laurie Lardner (Community Rep) 
Tony Troup (Oyster Industry) 
 
Staff: 
 
Matt Rogers (PMHC) 
Gordon Cameron (PMHC) 
Jesse Dick (PMHC) 
 
Other Attendees: 
 
Tina Clemens (Lands Department) 
Michael Northam (DPI - Fisheries) 
Steve Atkins (National Parks Wildlife Service) 
John Schmitt (Office of Environment & Heritage) 
Maria Fraser & Ray Richards (SES) 
 
 
 

The meeting opened at 3:10pm. 

 
 

01 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Acknowledgement of Country was delivered. 
 
 

02 APOLOGIES 

CONSENSUS: 
 
That the apologies received from the following members be accepted: 
 
Councillor Michael Cusato, Adrian Button (Waterways User Rep.), Patrick McEntee 
(Community Rep.), Andre Uljee (Maritime Division - RMS), Matt Dawson (Maritime Division 
- RMS), Tim Molloy (PMHC) and Thor Aaso (PMHC). 
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03 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

CONSENSUS: 

That the Minutes of the Coast, Estuary & Floodplain Advisory Sub-Committee Meeting held 
on 9 February 2016 be confirmed. 
 
 

04 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 

There were no disclosures of interest presented. 
 
 

05 BUSINESS ARISING 

Item 10.01: Michael Northam (DPI - Fisheries) outlined the progress of the Camden Haven 
Prawn study & summarised the draft report which was presented to committee members. 
Michael to notify Council staff upon completion of the final report so that the report author 
(Dr Matthew Taylor) can be present the findings of the study to the committee members. 

A colour of the draft report findings will be sent to the committee members for their perusal. 

This item along with item 10.02 proposed to form a standalone agenda item at an 
upcoming committee meeting. 

Item 10.02: Michael Northam (DPI - Fisheries) confirmed that seagrass mapping study is 
ongoing. Michael to notify Council staff upon completion of the final report so that the report 
author (Dr Matthew Taylor) can be present the findings of the study to the committee 
members.  

This item along with item 10.01 proposed to form a standalone agenda item at an 
upcoming committee meeting. 

Item 10.10: Alan McIntyre requested confirmation on when the landowner was consulted 
regarding control of the Papyrus weed on the corner of the Boulevarde & Diamond Head 
Road, Dunbogan. Thor Aaso to follow up. 

Blue Star Weed: Alan McIntyre requested further information regarding control of the Blue 
Star weed on his property and neighbouring properties in the Camden Haven. Thor Aaso to 
discuss with Council’s Invasive Weeds Officer - Grant Taylor and provide an update to 
Alan. 

Item 05: Vegetation Mapping, Biodiversity Strategy & Eco Health Monitoring: An update on 
the Biodiversity Strategy is proposed to form  a standalone agenda item at an upcoming 
committee meeting. Vegetation mapping can be display as part of the meeting agenda. 
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06 IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE ON FLOODPLAIN RISK, ESTUARY AND 
COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PLAN PROJECTS 

There was general discussion on various aspects of the project status document. 

It was noted that many projects have been started or completed since the last time an 
update on the status of the outstanding projects was provided to the committee in 
September 2015. 

An A3 colour copy of the project status document is to be mailed to all committee members 
for their information. 

 

CONSENSUS: 
 
That the Committee note the status of action for each Coast, Estuary and Floodplain Risk 
Management Plan. 
 
 

07 DRAFT LAKE CATHIE COASTAL MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 
PLAN (DCP) PROVISIONS 

There was general discussion on various aspects of the draft DCP provisions. It was noted 
that the provisions are an update of the existing Interim Development Controls and include 
a trigger point for the removal of relocatable structures.  

Staff advised committee members that the provisions need to be reported to Council as 
soon as possible so that updated controls could be in place to guide development 
applications that are likely to be submitted. 

Committee members wished to note that due to the short timeframe between the agenda 
being issued and the committee meeting that some members had only a short time to 
review the DCP provisions. 

Matt Rogers confirmed that committee members will have further opportunity to consider 
and provide comment on the draft DCP provisions during the statutory exhibition period. 

 

CONSENSUS: 
 
That it be a recommendation to Council that the Lake Cathie Coastal Management 
Development Control Plan (DCP) provisions be placed on public exhibition for a period of 
28 days. 
 
 

08 COAST, ESTUARY & FLOODPLAIN GRANT APPLICATION UPDATE 

There was general discussion on the various grant funded projects. 

A review of unsuccessful grant applications will be undertaken by Council staff in 
consultation with stakeholder representatives within coming months. 



MINUTES Coast, Estuary & Floodplain Advisory 
 Sub-Committee Meeting 
 24/11/2016 
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Steve Atkins (NPWS) was supportive of the North Brother Local Catchments Flood Study 
project and requested that NPWS be consulted throughout the duration of the project as 
they are a direct stakeholder. 

 

CONSENSUS: 
 
That the status of the Coast, Estuary and Floodplain Grants be noted. 
 
 

09 LAKE CATHIE COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PLAN MINISTERIAL 
CERTIFICATION 

There was general discussion on various aspects of the ministerial certification of the Lake 
Cathie CZMP. 

It was noted that further works are required on a funding model for the implementation of 
the Plan. It was acknowledged that significant ground work had been completed via the 
Cost Benefit analysis which formed part of the CZMP. 

John Schmidt (OEH) advised that grant funding was available for planning works which can 
be applied for at any time where a certified CZMP is in place and this funding could be 
used to further develop a funding model as suggested by the Minister. 

 

CONSENSUS: 
 
That the Ministerial certification of the Lake Cathie Coastal Zone Management Plan be 
noted. 
 
 

10 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
 

10.01 COASTAL REFORMS 

John Schmidt (OEH) confirmed that due to the recent changes to Coastal & Estuary 
Management Grant programs, only projects listed in certified plans are eligible for grant 
funding. The committee discussed how new plans could be developed and there was a 
view that separating estuary management from coastal management would enable a 
smoother transition to the new regime for coastal planning. Alan McIntyre requested that a 
link to the coastal reforms be sent to all committee members. A coastal reform community 
information session will be held at the Glasshouse on Tuesday, 29th November at 11 - 
12.30pm. 
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10.02 CROWN LANDS LEGISLATIVE REFORMS 

Tina Clements (Lands department) provided an update on the Crown lands Management 
Bill and Act. Crown lands have been subject to a detailed review of the past four years. 
Information, including detailed factsheets on the changes is available on the Crown Lands 
website. 
 
 
  

The meeting closed at 5:00pm. 
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Item: 04 

Subject: DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Disclosures of Interest be presented 
 

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST DECLARATION 
 
 
Name of Meeting: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Meeting Date: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Item Number: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Subject:  ……………………………………………………………………….. 
  …………………………………………………….……………...….. 
 
 
I, ..................................................................................... declare the following interest: 
 
 

 Pecuniary: 
 Take no part in the consideration and voting and be out of sight of the 

meeting. 
 
 

 Non-Pecuniary - Significant Interest: 
 Take no part in the consideration and voting and be out of sight of the 

meeting. 
 

 Non-Pecuniary - Less than Significant Interest: 
 May participate in consideration and voting. 
 
 
For the reason that:  .................................................................................................... 
 
....................................................................................................................................... 
 
Name:  ……………………………………………………. 
 
Signed:  .........................................................................  Date:  .................................. 
 
 
(Further explanation is provided on the next page) 
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Further Explanation 
(Local Government Act and Code of Conduct) 

 
A conflict of interest exists where a reasonable and informed person would perceive that a Council 
official could be influenced by a private interest when carrying out their public duty. Interests can 
be of two types: pecuniary or non-pecuniary. 
 
All interests, whether pecuniary or non-pecuniary are required to be fully disclosed and in writing. 
 

Pecuniary Interest 
 
A pecuniary interest is an interest that a Council official has in a matter because of a reasonable 
likelihood or expectation of appreciable financial gain or loss to the Council official. (section 442) 
 
A Council official will also be taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if that Council official’s 
spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the Council official or a partner or employer of the 
Council official, or a company or other body of which the Council official, or a nominee, partner or 
employer of the Council official is a member, has a pecuniary interest in the matter. (section 443) 
 
The Council official must not take part in the consideration or voting on the matter and leave and 
be out of sight of the meeting.  The Council official must not be present at, or  in sight of, the 
meeting of the Council at any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed, or at 
any time during which the council is voting on any question in relation to the matter.  (section 451) 
 

Non-Pecuniary 
 
A non-pecuniary interest is an interest that is private or personal that the Council official has that 
does not amount to a pecuniary interest as defined in the Act.  
 
Non-pecuniary interests commonly arise out of family, or personal relationships, or involvement in 
sporting, social or other cultural groups and associations and may include an interest of a financial 
nature. 
 
The political views of a Councillor do not constitute a private interest. 
 
The management of a non-pecuniary interest will depend on whether or not it is significant. 
 

Non Pecuniary – Significant Interest 
As a general rule, a non-pecuniary conflict of interest will be significant where a matter does not 
raise a pecuniary interest, but it involves: 

(a) A relationship between a Council official and another person that is particularly close, for 
example, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal 
descendant or adopted child of the Council official or of the Council official’s spouse, 
current or former spouse or partner, de facto or other person living in the same household. 

(b) Other relationships that are particularly close, such as friendships and business 
relationships. Closeness is defined by the nature of the friendship or business 
relationship, the frequency of contact and the duration of the friendship or relationship. 

(c) An affiliation between a Council official an organisation, sporting body, club, corporation or 
association that is particularly strong. 

 
If a Council official declares a non-pecuniary significant interest it must be managed in one of two 
ways: 

1. Remove the source of the conflict, by relinquishing or divesting the interest that creates 
the conflict, or reallocating the conflicting duties to another Council official. 

2. Have no involvement in the matter, by taking no part in the consideration or voting on the 
matter and leave and be out of sight of the meeting, as if the provisions in section 451(2) 
apply. 

 

Non Pecuniary – Less than Significant Interest 
If a Council official has declared a non-pecuniary less than significant interest and it does not 
require further action, they must provide an explanation of why they consider that the conflict does 
not require further action in the circumstances.  
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SPECIAL DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARATION 
 
 
By 
[insert full name of councillor] 

 

 
In the matter of 
[insert name of environmental 
planning instrument] 

 

 
Which is to be considered 
at a meeting of the 
[insert name of meeting] 

 

 
Held on 
[insert date of meeting] 

 

 
PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
 
Address of land in which councillor or an  
associated person, company or body has a 
proprietary interest (the identified land)

i
 

 

 
Relationship of identified land to councillor 
[Tick or cross one box.] 

 
Councillor has interest in the land (e.g. is 

owner or has other interest arising out of a 
mortgage, lease trust, option or contract, or 
otherwise). 
 

Associated person of councillor has 
interest in the land. 
 

Associated company or body of councillor 
has interest in the land. 

 
MATTER GIVING RISE TO PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
 
Nature of land that is subject to a change 
in zone/planning control by proposed 
LEP (the subject land

 iii
 

[Tick or cross one box] 

 
The identified land. 

 
Land that adjoins or is adjacent to or is in 

proximity to the identified land. 
Current zone/planning control  
[Insert name of current planning instrument 
and identify relevant zone/planning control 
applying to the subject land] 

 

Proposed change of zone/planning control 
[Insert name of proposed LEP and identify 
proposed change of zone/planning control 
applying to the subject land] 

 

Effect of proposed change of zone/planning 
control on councillor 
[Tick or cross one box] 

 
Appreciable financial gain. 

 
Appreciable financial loss. 

 
 
 

Councillor’s Name:  ………………………………………… 

 

Councillor’s Signature:  ……………………………….   Date:  ……………….. 
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Important Information 
 
This information is being collected for the purpose of making a special disclosure of 
pecuniary interests under sections 451 (4) and (5) of the Local Government Act 
1993.  You must not make a special disclosure that you know or ought reasonably to 
know is false or misleading in a material particular.  Complaints made about 
contraventions of these requirements may be referred by the Director-General to the 
Local Government Pecuniary Interest and Disciplinary Tribunal. 
 
This form must be completed by you before the commencement of the council or 
council committee meeting in respect of which the special disclosure is being made.   
The completed form must be tabled at the meeting.  Everyone is entitled to inspect it.  
The special disclosure must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
i.   Section 443 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 provides that you may have a pecuniary interest in a matter 
because of the pecuniary interest of your spouse or your de facto partner or your relative

iv
 or because your business 

partner or employer has a pecuniary interest. You may also have a pecuniary interest in a matter because you, your 
nominee, your business partner or your employer is a member of a company or other body that has a pecuniary 
interest in the matter. 
ii.  Section 442 of the Local Government Act 1993 provides that a pecuniary interest is an interest that a person has 
in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable financial gain or loss to the person. A 
person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to the matter or if the 
interest is of a kind specified in section 448 of that Act (for example, an interest as an elector or as a ratepayer or 
person liable to pay a charge). 
iii.   A pecuniary interest may arise by way of a change of permissible use of land adjoining, adjacent to or in 
proximity to land in which a councillor or a person, company or body referred to in section 443 (1) (b) or (c) of the 
Local Government Act 1993 has a proprietary interest.. 
iv.   Relative is defined by the Local Government Act 1993 as meaning your, your spouse’s or your de facto partner’s 
parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descendant or adopted child and the spouse or 
de facto partner of any of those persons. 
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Item: 05 

Subject: BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 
 

Item: 10.01 Date: 24/11/2016 

Subject: Camden Haven Prawn Study: 

Action Required: Michael Northam (DPI - Fisheries) outlined the progress of the 
Camden Haven Prawn study & summarised the draft report 
which was presented to committee members. Michael to notify 
Council staff upon completion of the final report so that the 
report author (Dr Matthew Taylor) can be present the findings of 
the study to the committee members. 

Current Status: This item along with item 10.02 proposed to form a standalone 
agenda item at an upcoming committee meeting. 

 

Item: 10.02 Date: 24/11/2016 

Subject: Seagrass Mapping: 

Action Required: Michael Northam (DPI - Fisheries) confirmed that seagrass 
mapping study is ongoing. Michael to notify Council staff upon 
completion of the final report so that the report author (Dr 
Matthew Taylor) can be present the findings of the study to the 
committee members. 

Current Status: This item along with item 10.01 proposed to form a standalone 
agenda item at an upcoming committee meeting. 

 

Item: 10.10 Date: 24/11/2016 

Subject: Papyrus Weed - Intersection of The Boulevarde & Diamond 
Head Road: 

Action Required: Alan McIntyre requested confirmation on when the landowner 
was consulted regarding control of the Papyrus weed on the 
corner of the Boulevarde & Diamond Head Road, Dunbogan.  

Current Status: Thor Aaso has spoken with landowner and land is currently 
under power of attorney. Current landowner is not willing to 
undertake control. Council staff will liaise with future landowner 
to gauge interest in controlling weed. 

 

Item:  Date: 24/11/2016 

Subject: Blue Star Weed: 

Action Required: Alan McIntyre requested further information regarding control of 
the Blue Star weed on his property and neighbouring properties 
in the Camden Haven. Thor Aaso to discuss with Council’s 
Invasive Weeds Officer - Grant Taylor and provide an update to 
Alan. 

Current Status: Thor Aaso followed up on the initial enquiry and requested that 
Alan pursue a collective landowner response to the matter 
before engaging Council’s Invasive Weeds Officer. Blue Star 
weed on Council’s roadside reserves have been sprayed. 
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Item: 05 Date: 24/11/2016 

Subject: Vegetation Mapping, Biodiversity Strategy & EcoHealth 
Monitoring 

Action Required: Updates on the Eco Health report, Vegetation Mapping & 
Biodiversity Strategy are now listed as an ongoing item on the 
agenda. 

Current Status: Refer to report in this agenda for further details. 

 
 

Item:  Date:  

Subject: Pollution Incident Management - Queens Lake 

Action Required: Notification protocols for environmental incidents in PMHC 
estuaries to be updated to include notification of local DPI 
fisheries representatives & local RMS Boating Safety Officers. 

Current Status: Council staff contacted DPI fisheries staff to collate a list of 
contacts for future events. Council’s sewer teams have updated 
their SOP’s so that local representatives are contacted for 
similar events in the future.  
 
DPI fisheries also provided advice to Council to refrain from 
warning against fishing. Public advisory messages concerning 
pollution events are encouraged however Council does not 
have the power to regulate fishing activity. Ongoing water 
quality testing by Council and referral of this information to the 
Food Authority/DPI Fisheries to determine risk to public health 
is the preferred management measure. 
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Item: 06 
 
Subject: HASTINGS RIVER CLIMATE CHANGE MODELLING - FINAL REPORT  

Presented by: Development and Environment Services, Matt Rogers 
 

 
 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Committee note that a report will be presented to Council to place the 
Hastings River Climate Change report on public exhibition. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
Council engaged Advisian Pty Ltd (formally Worley Parsons) to update the flood 
modelling completed for the Hastings River Flood Study (2006) to include five (5) 
climate change scenarios. 
 
The modelling of these climate change scenarios were outlined as a high priority 
action in the Hastings River Floodplain Risk Management Plan (2014). 
 
The existing Hastings River flood model has been upgraded to align with the 
modelling completed for the Camden Haven River & Lakes System Flood Study 
(2013), specifically for the purpose of simulating the range of climate change 
scenarios considered under the Camden Haven study. 
 
The climate change scenarios were based on combinations of increased rainfall 
intensities in the catchment and increased ocean elevation due to predicted sea level 
rise, in accordance with the best available State Government information and 
guidelines. 
 
The scenarios modelled are as follows: 

Scenario 1 – 1% Average Exceedance Probability (AEP) catchment event 
with 10% increase in rainfall intensity + 900mm Sea Level Rise (SLR) 

Scenario 2 – 1% AEP catchment event with 900mm SLR 

Scenario 3 – 1% AEP catchment event with 10% increase in rainfall intensity 
+ 400mm SLR 

Scenario 4 – 1% AEP catchment event with 400mm SLR 

Scenario 5 – Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) with 900mm SLR 
 
In addition to climate change scenario modelling, the hydraulic model (RMA-2) 
software has been updated to improve computational performance and reliability. 
 
The digital terrain model (DTM) has been updated to include a number of land 
development (subdivisions) since its completion in 2006. These changes to landform 
have been included in the model to improve flood estimating and reliability. 
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The DTM has also been updated to include significant changes to topography such 
as the Pacific Highway and Oxley Highway embankments and associated bridge and 
culvert structures. 
 
The network definition around the periphery of the model has been modified to 
ensure that flood storage volumes and flood extents are more reliably represented in 
the model. 
 
The primary tasks completed as part of the project are as follows: 

Preparation of revised RMA-2 model inflow and outflow boundary conditions 
for each of the five (5) climate change scenarios listed above. 

Simulation of the 5 climate change scenarios using the latest Hastings River 
RMA-2 flood model. 

Preparation of a waterRIDE presentation package showing the predicted peak 
flood levels, flow velocities and extents for each for the climate change 
scenarios. The presentation package will also include layers comparing each 
of the climate change scenarios to the existing case 1% AEP flood. This 
comparison will allow Council to easily assess the potential risks to the 
community for each scenario; i.e., risks associated with increased flood levels 
and increased flood affectation. 

Hastings River Flood Study Climate Change Assessment. 
 
Results and Findings 
 
The report undertook detailed flood modelling for five climate change scenarios 
which provides an extensive analysis of the potential impacts of climate change on 
predicted peak flood levels in the Lower Hastings Valley. The report recommends 
that Council adopt Climate Change Scenario 1 for the purpose of flood planning and 
floodplain management. This is in line with best assessment practice for climate 
change, the approach taken in the Camden Haven River & Lakes System Flood 
Study (2013) and the Port Macquarie-Hastings Flood Policy (2015).  Both council 
documents already refer to this scenario for the purpose of floodplain planning and 
management. 
 
The modelling results show that Scenario 1 provides the most conservative estimate 
(aside from the PMF modelling in Scenario 5) for flood level increases, both across 
tidally influenced areas and areas further upstream. Scenario 1 is consistent with the 
previous NSW Sea Level Rise Policy Statement benchmarks, existing planning 
directions of Port-Macquarie-Hastings Council, and reflects the uncertainties of sea 
level rise while acknowledging the limitations of the predicted rainfall increases. 
 
The report also recommends that Council adopt the updated 1% AEP flood modelling 
to define present day flood characteristics for the study area. The updated modelling 
is based on a version of the RMA-2 model that has undergone significant upgrades 
since it was originally developed for the Hastings River Flood Study in 2006. The 
model updates have included a significant increase to the resolution of the model 
network through the inclusion of over 35,000 additional nodes and elements. This 
greatly improves the reliability of the model mesh to replicate channel and floodplain 
features which, would result in a much more reliable reflection of flood behaviour 
across the study area. 
 
The RMA-2 model updates have also included significant changes to the floodplain 
that have occurred since 2006. These include, but are not limited to, construction of 
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the extensive roadway embankments and bridge and culvert structures associated 
with upgrades to the John Oxley Highway and realignment of the Pacific Highway. 
Inclusion of these changes is required to ensure the model is predicting flood 
behaviour that is reflective of present-day floodplain conditions. 
 
Implications of the updated 1% AEP results on existing flood hazard mapping 
 
The updated 1% AEP modelling resulted in changes to the hazard category mapping 
documented in the Floodplain Risk Management Study (2012). The changes are not 
significant given the updated modelling is predicting peak 1% AEP flood levels that 
are largely consistent with the FRMS (2012) or are within +/- 0.05 metres. 
 
Localised changes to flood hazards are to be expected due in part to the addition of 
over 35,000 nodes though, recognising that flood hazard categorisations are based 
on the magnitude of depths and velocities, and the combination of both (i.e., depth 
and velocity product).  Any changes to hazards that may occur as an outcome of the 
updated modelling are considered to reflect a more reliable representation of flood 
hazards.  
 
Implications of the updated 1% AEP results on existing hydraulic category 
mapping 
 
A detailed review of the existing hydraulic category mapping documented in the 
FRMS (2012) has not been undertaken as part of this study. Notwithstanding, based 
on the methodology that was applied to determine the existing hydraulic categories, it 
is not expected that there should be any change to the floodway extent. This is 
because the floodway extent determined as part of the FRMS (2012) considered not 
only the 1% AEP flood, but also rarer events such as the 0.5% AEP flood. The minor 
changes in flood behaviour predicted as a result of the updated 1% AEP mapping is 
considered to have effectively been accounted for in the original floodway 
determination investigations. 
 
Based on the above, it is unlikely the floodway corridor will require any changes to be 
compatible with the updated 1% AEP results. Further blockage modelling as had 
been undertaken for the FRMS (2012) would be required to test any changes to the 
floodway. Accordingly no changes are proposed to hydraulic categories. 
 
The approach previously adopted as part of the FRMS (2012) to delineate the 
boundary between flood storage and fringe categories has been modified in the 
updated hydraulic category mapping included within the report. 
 
In that regard, for the FRMS (2012) the boundary between storage and fringe was 
generated based on a two-step approach that included manual manipulation of the 
boundary. That is, although the boundary was based on a depth criteria of 0.3 
metres, the final boundary was based on manual re-alignment to take into 
consideration cadastral boundaries and relevant topographic features. 
 
It is no longer recommended that this final step of manual manipulation be 
undertaken which is a reflection of the recently adopted Port Macquarie-Hastings 
Flood Policy (2015) and updated procedures adopted as part of the hydraulic 
category mapping for the Camden Haven Flood Study (2013). Accordingly, the 
mapping of flood storage and fringe extents is based solely on a 0.3 metre depth 
criteria. 
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Implications of adopting climate change scenario 1 on the FPL 
Selection of Scenario 1 as the benchmark climate change scenario will result in an 
increase in the FPL for areas to the west and east of the Pacific Highway of between 
0.4 to 0.5 metres and 0.2 and 0.5 metres, respectively. 
 
Council proposes to undertake further analysis of the FPL implications to determine 
any amendment required to the Flood Planning Area. The analysis will clarify the 
extent of properties affected and will need to be undertaken before a report is 
presented to Council recommending exhibition. 
 
As part of the exhibition, Council will write to landowners potentially impacted by the 
new flood levels to explain any changes. 
 

Attached is a copy of the Hastings River Flood Study Climate Change Assessment. 
 
 
 

Attachments 
 
1View. Hastings River Flood Study Climate Change Assessment  
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Item: 07 
 
Subject: IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE ON FLOODPLAIN RISK, ESTUARY AND 

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PLAN PROJECTS 

Presented by: Development and Environment Services, Matt Rogers 
 

 
 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Committee note the status of action for each Coast, Estuary and 
Floodplain Risk Management Plan. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
This report details the current status of actions listed in current Coast, Estuary and 
Floodplain Risk Management Plans. 
 
Floodplain Risk Management Plans 
 
Port Macquarie-Hastings Council (PMHC) currently has Floodplain Risk Management 
Plans for the Hastings River and the Camden Haven River. 
 
PMHC and relevant stakeholders have been working progressively to undertake the 
actions proposed in the Plans. 
 
As noted in the Floodplain Sub-Committee Meeting held on 3 December 2014 and on 
24 November 2016, many of the actions of the Camden Haven River Management 
Plan have been completed. Work has commenced more recently on the actions in 
the Hastings River Flood Risk Management Plan given its finalisation in May 2014. 
See attached Action Plan for details. 
 
The outstanding actions from each Plan, as well as any ongoing management 
actions, will be progressively considered for incorporation into Council’s annual 
Operational Plans as funding allows. Some items have been completed since the last 
report to the committee on 24 November 2016. See attachment for details. 
 
Items which have had a change in status have been highlighted for ease of 
reference. 
 
Estuary Management Plans: 
 
PMHC currently has Estuary Management Plans for the Hastings River, Lake 
Cathie/Lake Innes and Camden Haven River estuaries. 
 
As noted in the Coast & Estuary Sub-Committee Meeting held on 24 April 2014 and 
on 24 November 2016, most of the actions in each Plan have been completed. 
 
Remaining items and ongoing management actions will be considered for 
incorporation into Council’s ongoing Operational Plans as funding allows. 
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Attached is a summary of the outstanding action items together with the 
corresponding status for the Committee’s information. Again, some items have been 
completed since the last report to the committee on 24 November 2016. 
 
Items which have had a change in status have been highlighted for ease of 
reference. 
 
Coastal Zone Management Plans 
 
Coastal Zone Management Plans have been prepared for Town Beach and for Lake 
Cathie. 
 
At this point in time, key actions from the Town Beach Coastal Zone Management 
Plan have been implemented and ongoing management actions will be considered 
for incorporation into Council’s annual Operational Plans as funding permits.  
 
The Lake Cathie Coastal Zone Management was certified by the Minister for 
Planning in November 2016 and is the subject of a separate report in this agenda. 
Council has commenced a number of actions including stormwater outlet 
reconstruction, land-use planning responses, stormwater network redirection detailed 
design and the design of the revetment along Illaroo Road. 
 
Attached is a summary of the outstanding action items from each of the plans 
mentioned above, together with the corresponding status for the Committee’s 
information. Some items have been completed since the last report to the committee 
on 24 November 2016.  
 
Items which have had a change in status have been highlighted for ease of 
reference. 
 
 

Attachments 
 
1View. Management Plan Implementation Update Summary Table  
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Item: 08 
 
Subject: LAKE CATHIE COASTAL MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

PLAN PROVISIONS 

Presented by: Development and Environment Services, Matt Rogers 
 

 
 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the report be noted. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
At the Coast, Estuary and Floodplain Advisory (CEF&A) committee meeting held on 
24 November 2016 the draft Lake Cathie Coastal Management Development Control 
Plan provisions were considered by committee members with the following 
recommendation being made: 
 

That it be a recommendation to Council that the Lake Cathie Coastal 
Management Development Control Plan (DCP) provisions be placed on 
public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 

 
On 15 December 2016, Council resolved to publicly exhibit the draft Coastal 
Management Development Control Plan provisions for Lake Cathie (draft coastal 
DCP) after considering the recommendation from the CEF&A committee. 
 
The draft coastal DCP was publicly exhibited on 21 December 2016 and closed on 
20 February 2017. 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Committee members of the results of the 
community engagement and Council’s decision on the DCP. 
 
Eleven (11) submissions were received during the exhibition period. A key issue 
raised in submissions was the prescriptive nature of the requirements or relocatable 
homes.  
 
Following consideration of the submissions, several changes were proposed to the 
exhibited draft coastal DCP. The proposed changes fall into three (3) main 
categories: 

General formatting - revision of the documents format to meet current DCP 
numbering and other editing requirements. 

Clarification - further reduction of duplication with other provisions. 

Removal of building specifications - the draft Development Control Plan 
chapter contained six (6) detailed building specifications that have been 
removed. A certificate from a structural engineer as to the adequacy of the 
relocatable structure is now included and the requirement for a relocation 
management plan has been further clarified. 
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After a detailed review of the submissions it was recommended that Council proceed 
to adopt the draft coastal DCP chapter as altered in response to the issues raised in 
the submissions.  
 
At the Council Meeting held on 15 March 2017, Council resolved as follows: 
 
That Council: 
1. Adopt the additional provisions to Chapter 2.4 Hazard Management of Port 

Macquarie-Hastings Development Control Plan (DCP) 2013, as described in 
this report. 

2. Repeal the Lake Cathie Interim Planning Controls (25 July 2012).  
3. Publish a public notice of this decision and forward a copy of the approved 

Development Control Plan to the Director General of the Department of 
Planning within 28 days. 

 
Chapter 2.4 Hazard Management of Port Macquarie-Hastings Development Control 
Plan (DCP) 2013, is attached for the information of members. 
 
 
 

Attachments 
 
1View. Lake Cathie Coastal Hazard DCP 2017  
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Item: 09 
 
Subject: UPDATE OF BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY AND ECOHEALTH 

MONITORING 

Presented by: Development and Environment Services, Matt Rogers 
 

 
 
 Po 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the report be noted. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
The Biodiversity Strategy has been developed over the past 2 years in consultation 
with a Community and Expert Panel with the assistance of the NSW Office of 
Environment and Heritage and the University of Melbourne. 
 
The Strategy is now in a draft form and is with a professional editor and is expected 
to go on public exhibition for 60 days commencing in May. 
 
A draft copy of this Strategy will be distributed to committee members at the 
commencement of this exhibition period. 
 
In partnership NSW Office of Environment and Heritage and the University of New 
England (UNE),  the  Ecohealth Monitoring Project has completed 4 years of 
monitoring for all major freshwater systems and estuaries in the LGA.  Due to ill 
health of the principle researcher at UNE, the completion of the Ecohealth report has 
been delayed. The report is expected to be completed by the end of March and  
Council will distribute a copy to committee members once received. 
 
 

Attachments 
 
Nil 
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